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Interactive Read-
Aloud

Modelling what good 
readers do and 
engaging students as 
you read

Reader’s 
Workshop

• Mini-lessons
• Independent reading
• Conferring
• Guided reading groups
• Strategy groups

Shared Reading 
and Writing

All eyes looking at the 
same text

Writer’s
Workshop

• Mini-lessons
• Independent writing
• Conferring

Word Work

• Phonics
• Vocabulary
• Spelling
• Morphology

Literac
y

I do we do we do we do we do you do

Components of 
Balanced 
Literacy

across the subject areas



Students write for up 
to 40 minutes
• students write independently 
• teacher confers with individual/ 
small groups of students 
• students grouped for conference  
by strategy rather than skill 
• supported by “expectation” chart 
• build stamina to write entire time 

Minilesson 10 minutes
• begin with connection  
• Teaching point 
• Active Engagement 
• Link 

Teaching Share
5 minutes
• show and highlight  
• reinforce new learning using  
• student examples

Partner Work
3-4 minutes
• partner jobs need to be taught 
• targetted topic of conversation 
• prepare/teach partner prompts
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